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wish to administer; and the language of the Formulary has been made to cor¬ 
respond with the nomenclature of the new national Pharmacopoeia. 

We can compliment the editor for the ability with which he has performed 
his part, and the publishers for the very handsome manner in which they have 
presented the volume. 


Art. XXVI. — Practical Lithotomy and Lithotrity; or, an Inquiry into the 
best modes of removing Stone from the Bladder. By Henry Thompson, 
F. R. 0. S., of University College Hospital, &c. 8vo. pp. 274. London : John 
Churchill & Sons, 1863. 

The high professional standing of Mr. Thompson, and his remarkable abilities 
as an author, have led us to open the work before us, with the expectation of 
being both gratified and instructed in its perusal. 

The author commences his work with some general considerations respect¬ 
ing lithotomy; he then successively treats of the lateral operation, those 
operations performed in the central portion of the perineum, and the high or 
supra-pubic operation, to each of which is devoted a separate chapter, as are 
also one to the causes of death following lithotomy, and the difficulties and 
dangers met with in cutting for stone. He then proceeds to discuss lithotrity, 
the objects of this method of dealing with stone in the bladder, the principles 
on which instruments should be constructed in order to attain these objects, 
and the systematic application of lithotrity in the various stages of crushing a 
stone; and he concludes with considerations on the choice of proceedings best 
adapted to different cases, and with a chapter of illustrative cases, setting forth 
the applicability of the preceding principles to practice. From the outset of 
the first chapter to the final propositions of the last, a series of logical deductions 
from sound and extended experience is carried forward, thus verifying com¬ 
pletely the title of the volume, “ Practical Lithotomy and Lithotrity.” 

Unusually valuable sources of information have been placed at the disposal 
of Mr. Thompson while prosecuting his task. Among other aids he expresses 
his indebtedness to many of the best known hospital surgeons of Great Britian 
for very complete and valuable information relating to nearly 1500 cases of 
lithotomy, thus affording him a total of authentic reports from all sources 
respecting more than 2300 cases, of which 1800 are available for statistical pur¬ 
poses. In lithotrity, Civiale has unreservedly communicated his unrivalled expe¬ 
rience and afforded all the aid in his power to add value to the present work. 

The fruits of these experiences, added to that which the author himself has 
personally enjoyed, are embodied in this work, enforcing the broad principles 
by which the surgeon should be guided in operations for the removal of stone, 
and furnishing useful practical details, which extensive experience and careful 
observation alone can supply. 

After an attentive study of this work of Mr. Thompson, we feel embarrassed 
in selecting terms to adequately express the high opinion we have formed of it. 
We conceive it to be not only far superior to any other in the English language 
on the same subject, but equal to any now extant. Of course improvements 
will hereafter be made in the various methods now practised for removing stone 
from the bladder, but all that is at present known to be advantageous is set 
forth in this work, and more than this, is exceeding well set forth. The portion 
devoted to lithotrity is particularly useful for the reason that this operation has 
not been so extensively treated of by English authors as those for the extraction 
of stone by cutting. We enjoyed for several years the opportunity of witnessing 
the operations of Giviale, at Hospital Necker, and recognize the teachings and 
practice of this great master in the pages before us. The apparent simplicity of 
the operation of crushing as performed by Civiale, which, of course, is the result 
of the perfection of the operation, is well seen in the following anecdote, we heard 
related by him. A German baron, upon whom he had operated, had a return 
of the affectiou some years afterwards, and he told his valet-de-chambre to 
pack his trunks, that he was going to Paris to be operated upon again. The 
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valet answered, that it was not worth while to make so long a journey for that 
purpose, that he had seen the first operation, it was the easiest thing in the 
world to do, and all that was necessary was to write for the instruments, and he 
would do it himself. The anecdote shows, as we said before, the perfection of 
the operation of lithotrity when well performed, and all the rules and niceties 
of practice that render it so perfect are admirably set forth and described by 
Mr. Thompson. 

It is well to add that the work is abundantly illustrated by excellent wood en¬ 
gravings. W. F. A. 


Art. XXVII. — On the Diseases, Injuries, and Malformations of the Rectum 
and Anus; with remarks on Habitual Constipation. By T. J. Ashton, 
formerly Surgeon to the Blenheim Dispensary, &c. Fourth edition, 8vo. pp. 
403. London : John Churchill & Sons, 1863. 

Structure, function, and intimate connection with other organs combine to 
render lesions of the lower portion of the large intestine and the opening that 
terminates it at once frequent and serious. Mr.* Ashton does not exaggerate 
when declaring, in the introduction of the work before us, that no class of dis¬ 
eases among civilized communities is so prevalent, causes more suffering, or 
induces so many varied and distressing sympathetic affections. _^The importance, 
therefore, to the medical practitioner of a correct knowledge of these diseases, 
can scarcely be overrated. 

The first complete treatise on affections of the rectum and anus, at least in the 
English language, was that of the late Dr. George Bushe, published in this 
country in 1837.' In the advertisement to that volume, Dr. Bushe states that 
from pressure of business and declining health, he had been more than a year 
in correcting the proof; and adds that he hoped to bring out another edition 
in which the mistakes and omissions of the first should be corrected. Dr. 
Bushe died, however, before this was accomplished. In 1854, the first edition 
of the treatise now before us was published by Mr. Ashton, in England. 

Mr. Ashton’s treatise contains a distinct chapter upon habitual constipation, 
which that of Dr. Bushe does not, and it does not treat in separate chapters of 
the anatomy and functions of the rectum, of inflammation and excoriation of the 
anus, of inflammation of the rectum and anus arising from the application of 
gonorrhoeal virus, of relaxation of the anus, and of relaxation of the anus with in¬ 
vagination of the mucous membranes. It is, however, all things considered, an 
improvement upon the American work, or, to speak more correctly and to the 
point, it is the American work improved. Although the only acknowledgment 
Mr. Ashton made of his indebtedness to the work of Dr. Bushe—and even this 
is omitted in the present edition—was to state that he had “ gained much valu¬ 
able information from it,” yet every one who will compare carefully the two books 
must decide that the one can only be considered an improved edition of the other. 
The order of chapters is changed, the arrangement of paragraphs is altered, long 
foot-notes are incorporated in the text, &e. &c., by which means the appearance 
of the book is greatly modified, but yet it is essentially the same work. 

This want of originality in Mr. Ashton’s treatise has been several times com¬ 
mented upon, both in this Journal and in other medical periodicals, but we feel 
obliged to refer to it again, from the fact that in place of stating more explicitly 
the extent of his obligations to Dr. Bushe’s work, Mr. Ashton, as just mentioned, 
has omitted in the present edition to make even the acknowledgment of “ having 
gained from it much useful information.” 

The fact that within ten years four editions of this treatise have been published 
in England, and one in this country, are sufficient evidence of the high estimation 
in which it is regarded by fhe profession. We believe ourselves that the chap- 


1 It was entitled “ A Treatise on the Malformations, Injuries, and Diseases of the 
Rectum and Anus.” By George Bushe, M. D., New York, 1837. 
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